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1 . MORNING DECEMBER 28, WE RELAYED SUBSTANCE REFTEL TO 
FRANCOISE CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE OF FOREIGN OFFICE. SHE HAD 
JUST RECEIVED FRENCH EMBASSY WASHINGTON REPORT OF BYRNE 
VETO, AND HER IMMEDIATE REACTION WAS "IT LOOKS LIKE 
VERY GOOD NEWS FOR US". IN RESPONSE TO HER QUESTION, WE 
CONFIRMED OUR VIEW THAT THIS INDEED APPEARED TO BE 
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT FOR CONCORDE. 

2. AFTERNOON DECEMBER 28, WE ALSO SPOKE TO QUAI'S 
GENERAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS CHIEF CUVILLIER. THIS WAS 
FOLLOWING RECEIPT HERE OF WIRE SERVICE REPORTS OF 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT GISCARD 
D'ESTAING REGARDING CONCORDE'S COMMERCIAL FUTURE. 
CUVILLIER ECHOED CLAUDE-LAFONTAINE'S SATISFACTION AND 
SAID HE WAS SURE WHITE HOUSE PLAYED ROLE IN BYRNE 
DECISION. HOWEVER, HE ADDED, WHILE GOF VERY MUCH 
APPRECIATES THIS, ELYSEE STATEMENT JUST BEING RELEASED 
WOULD BE CONSTRAINED TO NOTE THAT ONLY "SOME" RATHER 
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THAN "ALL" MEASURES THAT COULD BLOCK CONCORDE'S COM- 
MERCIAL FUTURE HAD BEEN REMOVED. THE AIRCRAFT’S FUTURE, 
HE CONTINUED, REMAINS INHIBITED BY LIMITATION OF 
EXEMPTION TO ONLY 16 CONCORDES UNDER DOT'S PROPOSED 
SST NOISE RULE. 
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